[Towards the development of a global index of functional disability based on the O.E.C.D. questionnaire. Items in a Swiss survey (author's transl)].
This study is based on a sample of 1500 persons, representative of the general population aged 65 years and over in Geneva and the central Valais region. The questions used to evaluate the level of disability are those selected by the OECD working group. They were included in a self-administered questionnaire. A global score of disability is created by using both an endogenous and an exogenous approach. The endogenous approach attempts to isolate a limited number of factors (factorial analysis) and to order the disability items (Guttman Scale). The exogenous approach adopts as criteria a global assessment of the health of each individual. The discussion of different systems of scoring is based on the distribution of different scores and their intercorrelations.